Strategic Regional Water Analysis

Regional Development Australia
Darling Downs and South West

September 2011

‘\‘ Regional

4 Development

v

Austrvalia

Prepared by

QUEENSLAND
MURRAY-

DARLING
COMMITTEE







Strategic Regional Water Analysis

Regional
&7 Development

MS‘{V&! o

‘\‘

Report Prepared by

Queensland Murray-Darling Committee Inc oot
September 2011 ' MURRAY-
DARLING

PN

COMMITTEE



© Regional Development Australia Darling Downs-South West Inc 2011.

The document has been prepared specifically for Regional Development Australia Darling Downs-
South West Inc (DDSW) in relation to this project and should not be relied upon by other parties nor
used for any other purpose without the specific permission of DDSW.

Project Material: ~ Subject to any agreement to the contrary, the title to and Intellectual Property
rights in any Project material vests solely upon its creation to DDSW.

Copyright: The concepts and information contained in this document are the property of
DDSW. Use or copying of this document in whole or in part without the written
permission of DD-SW RDA. constitutes an infringement of copyright.

Licence: Darling Downs-South West Regional Development Australia grants the
Queensland Murray-Darling Committee a non-exclusive, perpetual, royalty free
licence (including a right to sub-licence) to use and adapt the Project Material.

Limitation: This report has been prepared on behalf of and for the exclusive use of the Client
(Darling Downs-South West Regional Development Australia), and is subject to
and issued in connection with the provisions of the agreement between
Queensland Murray-Darling committee and its Client. Queensland Murray-
Darling Committee Inc. accepts no liability or responsibility whatsoever for or in
respect of any uses of or reliance upon this report by any third party

Reproduction: Inquiries about reproduction should be directed to info@gmdc.org.auelephone
+61 7 4637 6200.
Reference: This document to be referenced as:

Penton G, Todd E and Blackley RM (2011). Regional Water Analysis Project: For
Darling Downs and South West Regional Development Australia. Queensland
Murray-Darling Committee Inc., Toowoomba, QId.

Table 1 Revision Schedule

# Date Details Contact Distribution \

1 31/05/11 Workindpraft RM Blackley Internall project team
Geoff Penton, Vic Pennisi,
Liz Todd.

2 17/06/201: Workindpraft RM Blackley Internal project teanVic
Pennisi, Paul WelQiMDC)

6 18/08/201: Draft for comment RM Blackley Internal project team, Client

7 1/09/2011 Draft for comment & G Penton Internal project team, Client

review DERM Regional Water

Manager,

9 26/09/201: Draft for comment G Penton Regional Development

Australia, Darling Downs ar
South West Inc.

Table 2 Document Details

Item Detail

Printed: 14/11/2011 2:56 PM

Last Saved: 14/11/2011 2:56 PM

File Name: http://nrmknowledge.org.au/SWIFT/rdawater/Shared
Documents/QMDC_RDA_Water Analysis_Draft9.docx

Author: Geoff Penton, Elizabeth Tdddx&ne Blackley

Project manager:  Geoff Penton

Organisation: Queensland Mur@grling Committee Inc.

Name of Project RDA Water Analysis Project

Document version: 9

Project Number:



mailto:info@qmdc.org.au

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Regional Development Australia Darling Downs & South West (DDSW) views water as a key
regional development asset. The future management of a wide raft of activities involving this
important natural asset will play a pivotal role in the future development of DDSW region.

D D S Wantention in producing this report is to have undertaken a strategic analysis of a wide range
of investment needs.

This document provides a synt hesi sfroomdcollpctianefnt i al 6wat
knowledge documented in various reports across south west Queensland over the previous ten
years.

Hundreds of documents, such as natural resource management plans, flood plain studies and
conference proceedings were reviewed. Over 720 recommendations were extracted from a review
of over 2,000 reports, of which 70 were used to collate this report. The 720 plus recommendations
were assigned to potential investment categories.

This report has identified 44 of Investment Categories with a total of 108 Investment Clusters. All of
the 720 plus recommendations have been synthesized in to an investment cluster.

Potential investment clusters identified range from the generic (e.g. IC100 Improve coordination
across a range of water planning instruments involving federal, state, local government and
community organisations. And improve community participation in decision making.); to very specific
(e.g. IC1 Native fish enhancement through progressively removing barriers through weir removal or
fishway installation (67 targeted weirs in the Queensland Murray-Darling Basin); and placement of
appropriate snags. Also the prevention of cold water pollution through the installation of multi level
off-take storages (e.g. Glen Lyon Dam).).

The content of this report was generated from a database (see Appendix 2 Windows SharePoint
Service). The database includes detail about each recommendation (See Appendix 5
Recommendation List), an investment cluster category list and a library of project documents. The
SharePoint can be used as a collaborative, multiuser space to assist project management and
implementation. This database can be used as a standalone MS Access database or material
exported to an excel spreadsheet. SharePoint has several other exciting options that may enable
this database to serve a wider and longer term purpose in the field of water management.

This report contains a set of recommendations regarding options for using the investment categories
and clusters to stimulate targeted investment in water management.

Darling Downs and South West Regional Development Australia is hopeful that this document will

assist to inform government policy and possible funding of priorities related to water management
within the Darling Downs and South West Region.
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1.0 Introduction

Study Background and Context

Regional Development Australia Darling Downs & South West (DDSW) has engaged Queensland
Murray-Darling Committee (trading as Swift NRM), to undertake an analysis of existing water related
plans, strategies, reports across the Darling Downs and South West region, to identify key areas for
future investment.

This report provides a summary of the proposed investment clusters from reference
recommendations.

Study Area
The Darling Downs and South West Queensland region covers approximately 39.6million hectares,
from Toowoomba to C a me rs &orrier.

Figure 1 Study area including the Darling Downs and South West Queensland (See electronic
ATTACHMENT 1 Map)

Objectives of Report
The primary outcome of the study was to provide DDSW-RDA wi t h an anal ysents of 0we
clusters. The following objectives were set out to achieve this:
e Toupdate the informatons our ces scoping work on fAwatero that
undertaken.
e To access key documentation.
e To analyse key documents for any future needs for the region in the form of proposed
projects, recommendations, strategies and direction statements.
e To collate and categorise information into proposed investment clusters/projects.
¢ |dentify options for progressing project development around investment clusters.
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