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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 
Regional Development Australia Darling Downs & South West (DDSW) views water as a key 
regional development asset. The future management of a wide raft of activities involving this 
important natural asset will play a pivotal role in the future development of DDSW region. 
 
DDSWôs intention in producing this report is to have undertaken a strategic analysis of a wide range 
of investment needs.  
 
This document provides a synthesis of potential ówaterô investment clusters from a collection of 
knowledge documented in various reports across south west Queensland over the previous ten 
years.   
 
Hundreds of documents, such as natural resource management plans, flood plain studies and 
conference proceedings were reviewed.  Over 720 recommendations were extracted from a review 
of over 2,000 reports, of which 70 were used to collate this report.  The 720 plus recommendations 
were assigned to potential investment categories.    
 
This report has identified 44 of Investment Categories with a total of 108 Investment Clusters.  All of 
the 720 plus recommendations have been synthesized in to an investment cluster. 
 
Potential investment clusters identified range from the generic (e.g. IC100 Improve coordination 
across a range of water planning instruments involving federal, state, local government and 
community organisations. And improve community participation in decision making.); to very specific 
(e.g. IC1 Native fish enhancement through progressively removing barriers through weir removal or 
fishway installation (67 targeted weirs in the Queensland Murray-Darling Basin); and placement of 
appropriate snags.  Also the prevention of cold water pollution through the installation of multi level 
off-take storages (e.g. Glen Lyon Dam).). 
 
The content of this report was generated from a database (see Appendix 2 Windows SharePoint 
Service).  The database includes detail about each recommendation (See Appendix 5 
Recommendation List), an investment cluster category list and a library of project documents. The 
SharePoint can be used as a collaborative, multiuser space to assist project management and 
implementation.  This database can be used as a standalone MS Access database or material 
exported to an excel spreadsheet.  SharePoint has several other exciting options that may enable 
this database to serve a wider and longer term purpose in the field of water management. 
 
This report contains a set of recommendations regarding options for using the investment categories 
and clusters to stimulate targeted investment in water management.   
 
Darling Downs and South West Regional Development Australia is hopeful that this document will 
assist to inform government policy and possible funding of priorities related to water management 
within the Darling Downs and South West Region. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 
Study Background and Context 
Regional Development Australia Darling Downs & South West (DDSW) has engaged Queensland 
Murray-Darling Committee (trading as Swift NRM), to undertake an analysis of existing water related 
plans, strategies, reports across the Darling Downs and South West region, to identify key areas for 
future investment.  
 
This report provides a summary of the proposed investment clusters from reference 
recommendations.   
 
Study Area  
The Darling Downs and South West Queensland region covers approximately 39.6million hectares, 
from Toowoomba to Cameronôs Corner. 

 
Figure 1 Study area including the Darling Downs and South West Queensland (See electronic 
ATTACHMENT 1 Map) 
 
 
Objectives of Report 
The primary outcome of the study was to provide DDSW-RDA with an analysis of ówaterô investment 
clusters.  The following objectives were set out to achieve this: 

 To update the information sources scoping work on ñwaterò that QMDC has already 
undertaken. 

 To access key documentation. 

 To analyse key documents for any future needs for the region in the form of proposed 
projects, recommendations, strategies and direction statements. 

 To collate and categorise information into proposed investment clusters/projects. 

 Identify options for progressing project development around investment clusters. 
 




























































































































































































































































































































































